
 
 

Specialisation Course VI: Intellectual Property Law  
 

Objectives: 
Intellectual Property law has assumed great importance in contemporary times. The creations 
of human brain require protection in the interest of the creator and also society. The domestic 
legislations have undergone tremendous change to hormonise with the changing needs and 
global requirements. A modern lawyer should be well equipped with the legal regime 
applicable to intellectual property. He should have a vast field of knowledge varying from 
conceptual clarity to the skills of drafting to the processual intricacies involved. The course is 
designed to equip the students accordingly. 
 
Course contents: 
Unit I 
 Introduction to Intellectual Property Rights: Concept and kinds; Justifications for 
legal protection; Intellectual Property and monopoly; TRIPs and IPR Regime; TRIPs and its 
Impact on India; World Intellectual Property Organization: functions and policies; WTO and 
Dispute Settlement Mechanism 
 
 Unit II 

Law of Copyright (Copyright Act, 1957): Meaning and nature of copyright; Subject 
matter of copyright; Registration of copyright; Rights of copyright owner and licensee; 
Infringement of copyright and remedies; Neighboring Rights: right of performing artists, 
broadcasting organizations, broadcasting rights including satellite and cable distribution; 
Salient Features of International Conventions and Agreements for the Protection of Copyright: 
WTO/TRIPS Agreement 1993, The Berne Convention, Universal Copyright Convention, The 
Rome Convention, WIPO Copyright Treaty 1996 and WIPO Performances  and Phonogram 
Treaty, 1996.  
 
Unit III 
 Law of Trade and Merchandise Marks (Trade Marks Act, 2000): Meaning and 
nature of trade mark; Registration of Trade Marks: procedure and effect of registration, 
limitation, prohibition against registration. Certification of Trade Marks, foreign trade mark; 
Licensing and Assignment: Passing of and infringement, rights of owner, rights of licensee, 
remedies of infringement of trade mark; Salient Features of International Conventions and 
Agreements for Protection of Trade Mark :  Paris Convention for the Protection of Industrial 
Property 1883, Madrid Agreement 1891, Nice Agreement 1957 and WTO/TRIPS Agreement 
1993. 
Unit IV 

Law of Patent (The Patents Act, 1970): Basic concepts of patent, meaning, nature 
and kinds of patent; Procedure for registration of patents, patent agents, patent of addition, 
international patents; Rights and obligations of a patentee, assignment and surrender, notion of 
abuse of patent rights; Enforcement of patent, government use of invention, compulsory 
licences, licences of right and revocation for non-working, grounds of revocation of a patent; 
Infringement of patent, remedies for infringement, threat of infringement; Patents 



 
 

Amendments; Salient Features of International Conventions and Agreements for Protection of 
Patents: Paris Convention for the Protection of Industrial Property 1883, WTO/TRIPS 
Agreement 1993, Patent Co-Operation 1970.   
Unit V 
 Law of Designs: Basic concept, nature of rights, process of registration, transfer of 
interest or rights, action for infringement and reliefs and remedies.  Geographical Indication 
of Goods Act, 1999: Salient Features; Confidential Information: Historical development and 
conceptual basis, unauthorized use and Remedies; Trade secrets: Technical know-how, 
misuse and piracy. Semiconductor Integrated Circuits Layout-Design Act, 2000: Salient 
Features. 
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