




FOURTH SEMESTER 
 

PAPER 13: SPECIALISATION PAPER 7: LAW RELATING TO WRITS AND 
PUBLIC SERVICE 

 
Objectives: 

Rights without remedy are of no use. As the student studies fundamental rights and 
other rights he is supposed to know about where lies the remedy in case of violations of 
rights. Prerogative writ remedies which have their genesis in United Kingdom have been 
replicated under Article 32 and Article 226 of the Constitution of India. A student shall study 
the genesis of the writ remedies. The scope of writ remedies under Article 32 and Article 226 
of the Constitution of India the context and reasons for the Supreme Court to adopt such a 
narrow construction of writ remedies under Article 32 during 1980 and adopting of liberal 
construction in the post 1980 period.it is significant to analyse the British unwritten 
Constitutional law, which is the source and inspiration for many provisions of the 
constitution of India including provisions relating to writ remedies but functioned differently 
in Indian setting and also to study the comparative analysis of prerogative writs and the 
present working of writ remedies under Indian and UK law. 
Protection of rights of public servants against the mighty state is yet another ever-evolving 
area of constitutional law. While the constitutional provisions and the service rules by the 
Governments at the union and at the state ‘s level regulate the matter, the principles and 
doctrines like, the doctrine of pleasure having its origin in UK and finding its place in our 
constitution as delineated in a catena decisions by a judiciary assumes significance. the extent 
and degree of protection of interests of public servants under the constitutional regime needs 
to be studied. Further, law governing administrative tribunals and judicial interpretation of 
constitutional provisions pertaining to them and rules and procedure governing disciplinary 
actions against public servants and the extent of judicial review of the disciplinary 
committee’s decision shall also be studied for the comprehensive understanding of the 
service law. 

 
Course Outcomes: 

On successful completion of the course the student will be able to - 
1. analyse the distinction between the prerogative writs and judicial writs 
2. compare and appreciate the Indian law on specific writs 
3. describe who can apply and against whom writs may be applied, and where to apply. 
4. examine the role of judiciary in relation issuing of writs. 
5. explore the nature and scope of jurisdiction of administrative tribunals. 

 
Course content: 
Unit I 
Importance of constitutional remedies; Evolution of writs in UK and India; Nature of writs in 
England; prerogative writs- meaning and distinction between prerogative writs and judicial 
writs. Comparative study of English law and Indian law on specific writs- Habeas Corpus, 
Mandamus, Certiorari, Prohibition, & Quo-Warranto. 



Unit II 
General principle of writ jurisdiction: who may apply for writs and against whom writ may 
be issued- government, local authority and other authorities. Law relating to exhaustion of 
local remedies. Locus standi- Exceptions, Public Interest Litigation; territorial jurisdiction, 
alternative remedy; delay and latches; res judicata. 
Procedures-impleading of proper parties. Dismissal in limine. No dismissal of petition 
without speaking orders. Raising of a new plea. Relief and prayers in petition, review 
petition. 

 
UnitIII 
Writ Jurisdiction of the supreme court under Articles 32 of the constitution of India and 
jurisdiction of the High Court under Art. 236 and 227; Grounds and procedure for filing 
specific writs-Habeas Corpus, Mandamus, Certiorari, Prohibition, & Quo-Warranto; 
interpretation of the expression ‘ for any other purposes’ under Article 226. 
Practice & procedure in writ petitions: pleadings, content of writ petitions Supreme Court 
rules- Provisions relating to writ procedure. Application for enforcement of fundamental 
rights; Karnataka High Court rules governing writ petitions;applicability of CPC; drafting of 
writ pleadings. Evidentiary matters. 

 
UnitIV 
Service regulation under the Constitution; constitutional safeguards-rightsof civil servants- 
doctrine of pleasure and its limitations- domestic inquiry- compassionate appointments- 
voluntary retirement- compulsory retirement. 

 
Unit V 
Departmental remedies; representation, review and appeal under CCA Rules- Procedure for 
imposing penalties- remedies before the Administrative Tribunal; Its jurisdiction, scope and 
procedure – Administrative Tribunal Act, 1985, Articles 323 A and 323 B- Exclusion of 
judicial review- judicial Review of service matters- limited jurisdiction ofjudicial review 
against disciplinary proceedings. 
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PAPER 14: SPECIALISATION PAPER 8: MASS MEDIA LAW 
 

Objectives: 
Mass media such as press, radio and television, films, play a vital role in socialisation, 
culturalisation and modenisation of a society. The visual media are bound to have a much 
greater impact on human mind. But while these media have such a potential value as man 
educators, they are also susceptible to destructive and harmful uses for promoting criminal 
anti-social and selfish escapist tendencies. While their positive potential as mass educators 
has to be harnessed for developmental purposes, their negative, harmful potential has to be 
curbed in public interest. Law plays a dual role vis-a-vis such media. On the one hand, it 
protects the creative freedom involved in them, on the other, it has to regulate them so as to 
avoid their possible abuse. This paper will deal with such interaction between law and mass 
media. The following syllabus prepared with this perspective will be spread over a period of 
one semester. 

 
Course Outcomes: 

On successful completion of the course the student will be able to - 
1. understand the concept of Media, types and theories of mass media. 
2. interpret the issues and analyse the principles laid down in the cases in the field of 

Media law. 
3. evaluate the Constitutional framework impinging upon the fundamental rights to 

freedom of Speech and expression in India with special reference to freedom of the 
press and the fundamental right to privacy. 

4. evaluate the latest developments in the field of media law. 
 
 

Course content: 
Unit I 
Mass media - Types of – Press, Films, Radio, Television; Ownership patterns - Press - 
Private – Public; Ownership patterns - Films – Private; Ownership patterns - Radio & 
Television, Public; Difference between visual and non- Visual Media- impact on people’s 
minds. 



Unit II 
Press - Freedom of Speech and Expression - Article 19 (1) (a): Includes Freedom of the 
Press; Laws of defamation, obscenity, blasphemy and sedition; the law relating to employees 
wages and service conditions; Price and Page Schedule Regulation; Newsprint Control 
Order; Advertisement - is it included within freedom of speech and expression? Press and the 
Monopolies and Restrictive Trade Practices Act. 

 
Unit III 
Films - How far included in freedom of speech and expression? Censorship of films – 
constitutionality; The Abbas Case; Difference between films and Press - why pre-censorship 
valid for films but not for the press? Censorship under the Cinematograph Act. 

 
Unit IV 
Radio and Television - Government monopoly; Why Government department? Should there 
be an autonomous corporation? Effect of television on people; Report of the Chanda 
Committee; Government policy: Commercial advertisement; Internal Scrutiny of serials, etc; 
Judicial Review of Doordarshan decisions: Freedom to telecast. 

 
Unit V 
Constitutional Restrictions; Radio and television subject to law of defamation and obscenity; 
Power to legislate - Article 246 read with the Seventh Schedule; Power to impose tax - 
licensing and license fee. 
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PAPER 15: SPECIALISATION PAPER 9: PANCHAYAT RAJ INSTITUTIONS 
 

Objectives: 
The role of Panchayat Raj institutions as institutions of grass roots of democracy and 

of the planning process is becoming more obvious today for all discerning eyes in the context 
of modern democracy and development exercise. The Panchayat Raj institutions are unique 
in the area of governance and their importance has, however, increased enormously after the 
Constitution (73rd Amendment) Act 1993. 

There is a need of understanding the nature and scope of decentralized democracy. 
Whether constitutional framework and legal structure of Panchayat Raj institutions is in 
accordance with the Constitutional philosophy of decentralized democracy? The provisions 
of Panchayat Raj Act 1993 has to be studied and verified in the context of working model of 
the Panchayat Raj institutions. 

Whether Panchayat Raj institutions have been fully endowed with power by the State 
legislatures is a significant point in assessing quality of local governance. In this regard 
Karnataka Panchayat Raj Act 1993 has to be studied to verify the devolution of powers to 
Panchayat Raj Institution in Karnataka. 

 
 

Course Outcomes: 
On successful completion of the course the student will be able to - 

 
1. understand the introductory aspects, the historical and philosophical background for 

the Panchayat Raj Institutions 
2. analyse the Constitutional scheme for the Panchayat Raj Institutions 
3. understand about the structure, powers and functions of Panchayat Raj Institutions 
4. address the issues of decentralization and grass- root planning of the Panchayat Raj 

Institutions 
5. explore the modern dimensions of local self-government. 

 
Course content: 
Unit I 
Decentralisation, Decentralised Democracy; rural local government before 1862; Evolution 
of local self-government before independence; Principles of Local governance & Institutions 
of self-governance; M.K. Gandhi’s concept of village Panchayat; Panchayat Raj & the 
constituent Assembly; Article 40: Organisation of village Panchayat; committees Reports on 
Panchayat raj Institutions; Emergence of Panchayat Raj Institutions. 

 
Unit II 
Constitutional Frame work & legal structure governing PRI’s; The constitution (73rd 
Amendment) Act, 1992; Eleventh schedule & 29 subjects therein; Constitutional provisions 
as normative model; Panchayats as local & other authorities, The provisions of Panchayats 
(Extension to the scheduled Areas) Act, 1996; Panchayat Raj jurisprudence; A review of 
central Acts. 



Unit III 
Empowerment of Panchayats- A perspective; Legislative measures for democratization of 
Panchayat raj Institutions; The Panchayat Raj Act 1993; Devolution of powers & functions; 
structural issues, Reservations, duration of Panchayat, powers, authority & responsibilities, 
powers to impose taxes, District planning committee (DPC) 

 
Unit IV 
Local self-government in Karnataka; Evolution of legal structure governing Panchayat Raj 
institutions in Karnataka; The Karnataka Panchayat Raj Act 1993; state enactments & rules 
supplementing Panchayat Raj institutions; Political empowerment; Gram Sabha; Constitution 
of Panchayats, Transfer of Powers, functions & resources to institutions of self-Governance; 
State finance commission; Financial devolution to Panchayats, state election commission, 
Efficacy of Panchayat Raj Laws for constituting legal structure & functioning of Panchayat. 

 
Unit V 
Panchayat Raj as a development Institution: Planning at grass roots Level; Functions, duties 
& powers of: Gram Panchayats; Taluk Panchayats; Zilla Panchayats in Karnataka; Election 
process: Electoral politics of Grass roots Democracy; Election petition & trial, Efficacy 
Panchayat Raj Laws for functioning of Panchayat; Panchayat Raj Personnel& Services. 
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