
 

OPTIONAL PAPER: INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY RIGHTS-II 

Objectives:  

The Laws relating to Intellectual Property are recent one. In view of the important 

developments that have taken place in the globalized world, the course is designed 

to understand the concept of copyright, design, plant variety and biodiversity. To 

understand and become familiar with the system of Intellectual Property, the 

students are required to study the subject by going through the basic concepts of 

intellectual property and national and international legal regimes governing them 

in a right perspective.  

Course contents: 

UNIT I 

Indian Copyright Law: Evolution of copyright law; Object of copyright 

protection; meaning and nature of copyright: Subject matter of copyright; 

Neighbouring/Related rights; Computer software and copyright protection; Term 

of copyright; Author and ownership of copyright; Rights conferred by copyright; 

Assignment; Transmission; Licences; Infringement of copyright; Acts not 

amounting to Infringement or permitted Acts; Remedies against infringement of 

copyright. 

 

UNIT II 

Biological Diversity Law: Meaning, Nature and Significance of Biodiversity; 

Salient features of Biological Diversity Act 2002; Objects of the Act; Regulation 

of access to Biological Diversity; PBRs;  Farmers’ Rights; Indigenous Peoples 

Rights and Community Rights; offences and penalties; National Biodiversity 

Authority; Functions and powers of Biodiversity Authority; State Biodiversity 

Board; Biodiversity Management Committee and its functions; 

 

UNIT III 

Protection of Plant Varieties and Farmers Rights Law: Meaning and Nature of 

plant variety; Salient features of Protection of Plant Varieties and Farmers Rights 



Act, 2001; Types of variety, Conditions for the registration of plant variety; 

Procedure for registration; Rights and privileges; Benefit sharing; Compensation to 

communities; National Gene Fund; Infringement; Relief against infringement; 

Plant varieties and Farmers Rights Protection Authority; Plant Variety Appellate 

Tribunal; Powers of Central and State  Governments under the Act. 

 

UNIT IV 

Designs Law: Basic Principles of designs; Salient Features of Designs Act, 2000; 

Registrable and Non-registrable designs; Procedure for registration; Rights 

conferred by registration; Copyright in registered designs; Infringement; 

Remedies; Powers and duties of Controller;  

UNIT V 

Salient Features of International Legal Instruments: Paris Convention for the 

Protection of Industrial Property, 1883 (Relevant Provisions), TRIPs Agreement 

(Relevant Provisions); Berne Convention; Convention on Biological Diversity; 

Hague Industrial Design Treaty, 1995; International Treaty on Plant Genetic 

Resources (“ITPGR”). 
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