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LAW OF INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY AND INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 
 
Objectives: 
Protection of intellectual property has an important bearing on the economic development of 

the country. The emergence of the global digital electronic communications network, i.e., 
Internet and associated digital revolution created a parallel digital world called cyberspace 
and enhanced the opportunities for the speedy growth of economy of countries. While the 
advancement in information technology has enhanced the ability to access, store, and 
transmit vast amounts of information in digital form, instantaneous means of reproduction, 
publication and dissemination have enhanced opportunities to violate Intellectual Property 
Rights. While the traditional legislations relating to intellectual property rights safeguard the 
intellectual property rights within territorial limits of the country, borderless environment 
created by the information technology poses new challenges in detecting the infringement 
and effective law enforcement in the cyberspace. The response of legal systems to tackle 
these issues are to be acquainted with. Hence, the students are required to understand the 
evolving legal regime designed to respond to the issues of violation of   intellectual property 
in the digital world revolutionised by information technology. 
 
Course Outcomes: 
On successful completion of the course the student will be able to – 

1. demonstrate the impact of technology on IPR rights of the individual 
2. examine the limitations of implementing domestic IPR legislations in the cyber space 
3. examine the online issues of trademark and copyright infringement 
4. evaluate the remedies available for IPR violation in cyberspace. 

 
Course Content: 
UNIT I : History of Internet, evolution of concept of cyberspace, Interface of Technology 
and Law, Jurisdiction in Cyber Space and Jurisdiction in traditional sense, Internet 
Jurisdiction, IPR related issues in cyberspace, Jurisdictional issues relating to enforcement of 
IPRs, Need for trans -border protection of IPRs. 
 
UNIT II: – Meaning of domain name, Domain name registration, Domain Name Disputes: 
Cybersquatting, typo-squatting and Meta tagging and Online protection of trademarks under 
Trademarks Act, 1999 and passing off Action. 
 
UNIT III: Basic requirements for copyright protection under Copyright Act, 1957; Online 
Copyright infringement: Linking, framing, caching, uploading and downloading of 
copyrighted material, doctrine of fair use, remedies for infringement under Copyright Act, 
1957. Applicability ofDigital Millennium Copyright Act, 1996. 
 
UNIT IV: The relationship between the IPR and information technology (IT): online piracy 
of computer programme, modes of piracy, Legal position of Computer programme position 



in Europe, U.S. and India. Available protection under the Copyright Act, 1957, The Patents 
Act, 1970 and the Information Technology Act, 2000 and amendment till date. 
Protection of Databases in Digital World- position in USA, EU and India. 
 
Unit V:WIPO and dispute settlement mechanism, Domain Name Disputes-UDRP and 
INDRP; WIPO ADR Mechanism for IPR Issues. 
Applicable international instruments- WIPO Copyright Treaty, 1996 and WIPO Performer’s 
and Phonograms Treaty, 1996. 
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